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ate apt to imitate only the defects of their betters,) cannot
find materials in their own country worthy to adorn their
bodies of clay, while their minds are naked of every valuable
quality.

Thus our tradesmen and shopkeepers, who deal in home
goods, are left in a starving condition, and only those en-
couraged who ruin the kingdom by importing among us
foreign vanities.

Another cause of our low condition is our great luxury,
the chief support of which is the materials of it brought to
the nation in exchange for the few valuable things left us,
whereby so many thousand families want the very necessaries
of life.

Thirdly^ In most parts of this kingdom the natives are
from their infancy so given up to idleness and sloth, that they
often choose to beg or steal, rather than support themselves
with their own labour; they marry without the least view or
thought of being able to make any provision for their
families; and whereas, in all industrious nations, children
are looked on as a help to their parents; with us, for want of
being early trained to work, they are an intolerable burthen
at home, and a grievous charge upon the public, as appeareth
from the vast number of ragged and naked children in town
and country, led about by strolling women, trained up in
ignorance and all manner of vice.

Lastly', A great cause of this nation's misery, is that Egyp-
tian bondage of cruel, oppressing, covetous landlords, expect-
ing that all who live under them should make bricks without
straw, who grieve and envy when they see a tenant of their
own in a whole coat, or able to afford one comfortable meal
in a month, by which the spirits of the people are broken,
and made for slavery; the farmers and cottagers, almost
through the whole kingdom, being to all intents and pur-
poses as real beggars as any of those to whom we give our
charity in the streets. And these cruel landlords are every
day unpeopling their kingdom, by forbidding their miserable
tenants to till the earth, against common reason and justice,
and contrary to the practice and prudence of all other
nations, by which numberless families have been forced
either to leave the kingdom, or stroll about, and increase the
number of our thieves and beggars.